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“Eurcpe's unification will not be complete until the Balkan
countries are memhers of the Union.” This statement by
former President of the European Commission Romano
Prodi at the Thessaloniki summit in 2003 still holds true to-
day: The advancing European integration has made South
Eastern Europe the centre of the European Union's enlar-
gement and integration efforts. This is one of the reasons
why | am especially honoured to introduce our Master pro-
gramme on South East European Law and European Integ-

ration (LL.M.) to you.

The LL.M. programme focuses on the special situation of
the region of South Eastern Europe and its approximation
to the European Union, studying its legal past, present and
future, Austria was amongst the first countries to recognize
this region’s potential, calling it the “region of the future.”
Being held at the University of Graz, the Master programme
takes place in the very heart of Europe. The special geo-
graphical position of this city to act as a gateway between
South Eastern Europe and (Western) Europe, and to esta-
biish unique academic and economic relations with this
region. Our LL.M. programme follows this tradition that has
proudly been maintained by the City and the University of
Graz over centuries. The Master programme wants to bring
together young graduates and members of the practicing
legal professions, both from South Eastern Europe and
from the member states of the European Union. Courses of
the programme cover Community law and the various legal
processes of European integration and approximation. In

addition, participants gain a unigue insight into the legal

traditions and the legal culture of South Eastern Europe.

In its five modules, the current curriculum of the LL.M. pro-
gramme offers a broad spectrum of courses on commer-
cial law, therefore catering to the needs of the practicing
professions. | strongly believe that attending this one-of-a-
kind LL.M. programme will give participants an enormous
advantage in their professional life, providing them with
the necessary tools for a successful career in the “new”

Europe.
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The duration of the Master programme is of three semes-

ters, including the time needed to write the Master thesis
and pass all the oral and written exams. In justified cases
{e.g., professional reasons, illness), the duration of the pro-

gramme can be extended to a maximum of three years.

In the first two semesters, five modules {(Applicants can
choose 1o register for either 5A or 5B. Availability depends
on the number of participants.} must be attended. The du-
ration of each modute is of two weeks since the courses
are held as intensive courses. |In the third semester, parti-
cipants are expected to write a master thesis, Participants
must attend courses with 243 contact hours, and a total
of 90 ECTS-credits are awarded for the whole Master pro-
gramme (inciuding the contact hours, self-study time and

the Master thesis).

The LL.M. programme's participants, alumni and lectures
represent a unigue network of highly motivated acade-
mics and practitioners. All lectures are deeply engaged in
European affairs, some of them active in European institu-
tions, others teaching in major universities in South Eastern
Europe. The City and University of Graz are thus at the cen-
ter of an academic network comprising more than 30 lectu-

rers in a diversified and stimulating learning environment.

Duration: 3 semesters

Credits: 90ECTS ~ -

Language: English . -
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Tuition fee

The tuition fee for the whole duration of the LL.M. pro-
gramme (3 semesters) amounts to € 7,800. In addition,
a membership fee for the Austrian National Union of Stu-
dents must be paid when enrolling and at the beginning
of every subsequent semester (approximately € 18 per se-
mester). Other costs during each semestet, such as travel,
accommodation and food, must be borne by the partici-

pants themselves,

Admission

The deadline for applications is 30 June of every year.
Applications should be signed, scanned and sent to
lim.graz@uni-graz.at. By signing the application form,
the applicant’s registration for the Master programme be-
comes legally binding. After the admission procedure, the
Director of the programme notifies applicants of their ad-
mission to the programme in writing, The LL.M. programme
operates a rolling admissions process, i.e. admission decis-
ions are taken in the order that applications were recetved,

and only until the maximum number of participants has
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been reached. A positive admission decision is a neces-
sary requirement for the enrolment as an “extra-
ordinary student” at the University of Graz. However, enrol-
ment becomes effective only after the tuition fee has been
fully paid. Two weeks after receiving the positive admis-
sion decision, applicants have to pay a first instalment of
€ 4,000 (this payment will not be refunded in case of can-
cellation). The remaining fee has to be paid hefore the start

of the Master programme.

Application for tuition fee waivers

Only a limited number of (partial) tuition fee waivers are
available. Tuition fee waivers are only awarded in so far
as programme places have not already been allocated to
full-paying applicants in the course of rolling admissions.
Applications for tuition fee waivers must be submitted until
31 May of every year. After the admission procedure, the
Director of the programme notifies participants of their ad-
mission to the programme and, where appropriate, awards

(partial) tuition fee waivers.
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